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Top Ten Birds

What could this mean? Most often seen, most colorful, most abundant, most interesting? When | first saw
“Top Ten Common Birdsin Decline”, | was quite surprised and saddened. When | referenced the eastern
meadowlark in Bird Notes in June, | failed to mention the seriousness of their decline. The native prairie
grasslands that they depend on are in danger of becoming agricultural lands yielding corn for ethanol, and
row crops for food. Trying to be upbeat about thistopic isa challenge. However, this summer’ s article by
Greg Butcher, Audubon’s Director of Bird Conservation, entitled, “Wake Up Cal”, got my attention. The
hopeful conclusion points the way to activities that can make a difference for these birds. Read on.

Firg, let'slook at the cast of characters. Only birds that are showing somewhere in the order of a 65-82%
declinein their popul ations made the top ten. Remember the bird counts | have mentioned throughout the
year? The data from the Christmas Bird Count and the Breeding Bird Survey of USGS are now showing
some unfortunate trends. (Next month, | promise to write about the positive trends!) Other parts of the
country are witnessing the declines of the loggerhead shrike, northern bobwhite, and greater scaup. In
addition to the eastern meadowlark, birdsin decline that spend some timein Vermont include evening
grosbeak, northern pintail, boreal chickadee, common tern, field sparrow and grasshopper sparrow. The
studies show that since 1967 the average population of theseten common birds has fallen 70 percent.

But what are the problems? What is threatening our birds? It's simple. Their preferred habitats have been
changed. Examples? Warming trends are melting the permafrost earlier each year, and new southern
species areinvading new areas. Agricultura practices are changing for more corn production. Invasives
species are spreading. And even forests growing up in new places are changing the birds' habitats.

Fedling helpless, even though you have bird feeders out all year long? There are many activities for
individuals and groups. If you are part of a group that can help to conserve farmlands, grassands or
wetlands, you know what to do. If you work to support sustainable forests, you know what to do. If you are
helping to stop the spread of invasive species, you know what to do. Even individuals like you who monitor
feeders, count birds when the timeisright, and support the groups that are keeping track of our birds, you
also know what to do. We need more time to tell if these efforts are paying off. | believe they will.

Happy Late Summer Birding!
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