Devember, 2005

Mission:

“A forum for women in all
their roles, both personal
and professional, to voice
their viewpoints and
interests.”

Please Take Note:

I Still Timeto Become a
Member (Form Included)

I Evening Event on
Tuesday, December 13"

I Luncheon on Monday,
January 23 (Reservation
Form Included)

Upcoming Networking
Question:

December 13™:

QWVhat is your most vivid
memory of being a
newcomer and what did you
find particularly difficult and
helpful during that time?0
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President’s Letter

Dear Friends,
We are off to an amazing start.

Our first luncheon on Monday, October 31%
was wonderful. The Tip Top CafZin White
River (our newfound and, hopefully,
permanent home) provided uswith a
delicious lunch and delightful venue. Lynda
Boose, Professor of English at Dartmouth and
expert on Shakespeare and the Renaissance
Period, kept us all GentrancedQ In particular,
Lyndatalked about the (bridled scoldOand
shared powerful and sobering illustrations of
women who were literally bridled so that they
could not speak. While we might laugh of
the absurdity of this practice now, | would
guess that many, perhaps most women, even
those of us privileged to live in the Upper
Valley, have internalized at |east to some
extent the message to keep our mouths shut.
Of course, thisis sometimes prudent. More
often than not, however, it issimply the
wrong thing to do -- for oneself and for
others, too.

Our first evening program on Tuesday,
November 8" was also wonderful. First of
all, it was great to be back home Bin the
Mayer Room at Howe Library -- and to have
alarge turn out. Then, Mary Childers, read
from her recently published book, ONelfare
BratQ Mary has adoctorate in English and is
currently a consultant who assists
organizationsin developing diverse,
inclusive, high performing and stable work
environments. Mary is also one of seven
children raised by a single Mom on welfare in
the Bronx. Her honest, respectful, and
compelling story about her childhood set the
tone for an incredible hour of networking.

During this time, thirty-six women shared
briefly the economic circumstances of their
childhood and its impact on them then and
throughout time. As it turns out, we came
from afull range of economic circumstances,
each family of origin providing different
challenges and gifts. For example, Mary
Childers has been speaking her mind since
agefive. How fortunate that Mary has
alowed no one to BridleOher truths and
that the Women@ Network exists as aforum
for women in the Upper Valley to voice their
viewpoints and interests!

SoE we areindeed off to an amazing start
and do so hope you will join us at our next
evening program on Tuesday, December
13", Thiswill be ajoint meeting with the
International Women@ Club during which
Audrey McCollum will talk about (Being a
Newcomer at Holiday TimeQ

To conclude, let me say a couple of words
about membership. 1@n sure you all
understand that sending out hard copies of
our monthly newsletter consumes a certain
amount of time and expense. If you wish to
continue receiving Orhe NetOthrough the
U.S. Mail, and we hope that you do, please
make sure you send in your dues by
December 15". A membership form is again
enclosed. Also, if you sign up for this
season but do NOT wish to be included in
the 2005-6 Directory to be distributed
sometime in January, please let us know,
also by December 15"

Warm Regards,
Judi Colla
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Events

Judy Music

Evening Program at the Howe Library
“Welfare Brat” and Mary Childers

Luncheon at the Tip Top
“Witchcraft” and Lynda Boose

b

Lynda Boose

Anah Pytte, Molly Sheu, Carol Weinstein

MARY CHILDERS

WELEARE BRAT

a memoir

Front to Back:

Left: Mary Childers as a child
Right: Mary Childers now

“All lives are launched or derailed by circumstances, as well as by
temperamental inclinations. Most of us experience a competition between the
call of our best resolve and sovereignty of our automatic selves. Nonetheless,
economic and social class fundamentally influence the ways we cultivate our
moments of inspiration and aspiration. In the absence of education, resources
and evidence that effort pays, many poor people, such as those I love, are
sustained primarily by delusion and lottery optimism. Worldviews fostered by
devastating disappointments and compensatory fantasies then operate to the
detriment of the poor and often at considerable cost to the society that rigidly
conserves compassion. I am intimately acquainted with how lack of opportunity
and personal irresponsibility can become intertwined and strangle a life. It’s
clear to me that I could develop from welfare brat to chip-on-the-shoulder chick
to contributing, dissident citizen because I had the good luck to come of age
when many people in the United States approved of a war on poverty rather than
what Herbert J. Gans calls ‘the war against the poor.’” (Mary Childers, Welfare
Brat, p 262).
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A NEWSLETTER OF THE WOMEN'S
NETWORK OF THE UPPER VALLEY

SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
Naomi Hartov
603.448.0426

naomi.hartov@verizon.net

Member Interview: Lin Herndon

In the last year, the new question-driven
networking format wele used has opened the
floodgates for all of us to talk more freely about
our life stories. Not only have the stories been
incredibly engaging, but the act of sharing those
stories has also facilitated friendship among us.
With thisin mind, Judi Collaisresurrecting an
old Network tradition that serves the same
purpose: member interviews for the newsletter.
Thisisthefirst of these interviews. | first met
Lin Herndon at our fall reception in 2003 and was
struck by her great intelligence and warmth.
Following is some of what | learned about Lin
during a delightful recent lunch.

Lin says she has Qived her life backwards,0
coming to her Qrue professionQas a
psychotherapist in her 60& and to a youthful joy
in letting life evolve freely in her 703.
Backwards or forwards, what an interesting,
thoughtful and accomplished lifeit is.

Lin grew up in Chappaqua, New Y ork and
attended the Katherine Gibbs School in Boston.
Immediately out of school, she served as
secretary to the editor of the Atlantic Monthly
Press and then moved to work at the Operations
Research Office (ORO) of Johns Hopkins
University under contract to the U.S. Army.

With atop secret clearance, she was sent to
Heidelberg, Germany in the early 19508, where
she served for two years as administrative
assistant to the ORO director. She returned to the
United States and began another phase of her
career in New York City, where she worked as an
advertising and public relations copywriter.
Whilein New Y ork, she was introduced by
mutual friends to her husband, who was attending
Columbia® law school. Following his graduation,
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they moved to the small town of New Castle,
Delaware, where they lived for 43 years and raised
their two children.

At the age of 55, Lin began college, completing her
undergraduate degree at nearby Weidener College
and then a master® degree in social work at Bryn
Mawr. Shedid post-graduate work at the
Washington School of Psychiatry and the
International Institute of Object Relations Therapy,
which focused on study of the lifelong effect of the
infant-mother connection, and became a Founding
Fellow of the International Psychoanalytic Institute,
asuccessor organization to the International
Institute of Object Relations Therapy. She then
established a private psychotherapeutic practice in
Wilmington, Delaware specializing in issues of
women in life transition.

Lin moved to Hanover in 2003, following her
husband( retirement from legal practice. The
Herndons chose Hanover as their new home in part
because of its active college town profile, but aso
because their daughter, a physician at DHMC, lives
here with her family. Lin remains active in study
groups and writing associated with the International
Psychoanalytic Institute and is re-thinking ways to
use her skillsin a consultant capacity. She says that
sheis Geasing toward retirementOnow, not in the
sense of ceasing work, but in creating more time for
contemplation and solitude, for making peace with
the notion of an ebbing life cycle. Working with
people, however, remains an important part of her
goals.

She joined WNUYV in 2003 and thinks that the
Network is Gan amazing group of women.O Asthe
saying goes, it takes one to know one.

Mary Kukowski
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judi.colla@dartmouth.edu
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Above: Economic Development Imports LLC
sources handmade goods from women living in
marginal  socioeconomic  conditions, creating
income-generating opportunities for women and
their families. Pictured here are the Rwandan
Peace Fortunes (Actud size is approximately 40
high, 20wide). For more information on how to
purchase these ornaments, please contact Liz Wald,
founder of EDImports at 917-520-7290 or via email
at liz@edimports.com. (Ro Wyman)

802.296.5777 (H)
603.646.2624 (W)
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Ro Wyman
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Historian
Estelle Diamond
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Special Events
Debbie Aliber
debaliber@yahoo.com
603.643.0107

Hospitality
Alyssa Smith
ayssas@gmail.com
603.448.1759

Esther Colby
Escolby@valley.net
603.643.2483

Hostess
Judy Rocchio
judith.rocchio@valley.net
603.643.6902

Nominations
Carol Weingeist
cpereraw@verizon.net
603.643.6850

Past President
Mary Kukowski
mary.kukowski@valley.net
603.643.8994




Upcoming Program 2005 - 6

Evening Program Luncheon Program [“Remarkable Women")
Unless otherwise noted, at Howe Library in Hanover (In collaboration with the Program on Gender and Women
Second Tuesday of the Month, 6:15 to 8:30 pm Sudies at Dartmouth)

Tip Top CafZin WRJ
Selected Mondays, 12:00 to 2:00 pm
Advanced Reservations Required
$20 (Members)/$25 (Non-member s)
For information, contact the Special Events Chair:
Debbie Aliber

January 10, 2006
Q.ife CoachingQ Mel Robbins

February 14, 2006
QWriting MysteriesQ Sarah Taylor

. Marc!n 14,2006
Gstem Cell ResearchQ Judy Stern, MD, DHMC

April 17, 2006
OAWomanfrom the Bible (TBD)O
Susan Ackerman, Professor of Religion

April 11, 2006
GCollage WorkshopQ Joan Burch
May (TBD), 2006 ($) Now Welcoming Suggestions
Spring Dinner Upcoming Program 2006 — 7

(Not Too Early to Start Thinking about the Possibilities!)

June 13,2006
Potluck/Brainstormi ng for Next Year@ Prograrn The overlooked role of teenagers in the civil rights movement - Doreen

Loury, Professor at Arcadia University in Glenside, PA (RBrown) ¢
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PO.Box 183
Hanover, NH 03755
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Women's Network of the Upper Valley

-1, %H&1 1 2BUH* [#SDEEKD!

Name

Address

Telephone Work

Home
E-Mail
Occupation
Interests
Comments/Questions

Please mail this form and your membership dues of $25 to:

" #BYB(6 (N8

WNUV
P.O. Box 183
Hanover, NH 03755-0183
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Women's Network of the Upper Valley
CRemar kable WomenOWinter Luncheon

“Michele Bachelet of Chile”
Lisa Baldez, Associate Professor of Government and
Latin American, Latino, and Caribbean Studies

Tip Top CafZ White River Junction

Monday, January 23,2006
12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m.

Name

Telephone Work

Home

E-Malil

Menu Preference

Sear ed salmon with orange infused honey glaze over mashed potatoes with greens
Sesame crusted chicken breast over basmani rice with greens

Please mail thisform and check made out to WNUV
in amount of $20 (M ember) or $25 (Non-Member)
by Monday, January 16" to:

g/&m'@/ Grents
Debbie Aliber
37 School Street
Hanover, New Hampshire 03755

Quedions 6036430107or debaliber@yahoacom

(Unfortunately, we cannot refund money for any cancellations received
after Friday, January 20". Thank you for your understanding.)




